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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

At the stated meeting of the executive council on October 11 
a paper by Theodore C. Blegen on "James W. Taylor and Ameri- 
can-Canadian Relations, 1859-93" was read by the secretary in 
the absence of Mr. Blegen. This paper consisted of several sec- 
tions of the article by Mr. Blegen printed in this issue of the 
Bulletin. At the December meeting of the council no papers 
will be read, but a report of the executive committee on the 
progress of the building will be presented, and an opportunity 
will be given for the members to examine the plans and specifica- 
tions. A plaster model of the building, which has been installed 
in the society's museum, also will be on exhibition. The annual 
meeting of the society will take place on Monday evening, January 
10, 1916. After a short business meeting in the rooms of the 
society, the annual address will be delivered in the senate chamber 
by President George E. Vincent of the University of Minnesota. 
His subject will be "The Social Memory." 

Reviews or notices, generally commendatory in character, of 
volume 15 of the Collections have been noted as follows : Ameri- 
can Review of Reviews, November (p. 636) ; Midland of Iowa 
City, August (p. 279) ; The Nation, September 23 (p. 388) ; 
Iowa Journal of History and Politics, October (p. 582) ; Indiana 
Magazine of History, September (p. 276) ; St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, August 22 ; and Duluth Herald, August 7. The report of 
the museum committee on the Kensington Runestone, although 
originally published in separate form several years ago, appears to 
have attracted more attention than anything else in the volume. 
Identical notices of this report were published in the Battle Lake 
Review, July 29, and the North field Norwegian American, July 
30. Other parts of the volume were reviewed in the Minneapolis 
Journal, August 15; West St. Paul Times, August 7; and North 
St. Paul Sentinel, August 27. The St. Paul Pioneer Press of 
September 5 printed a summary, with many quotations, of Mrs. 
Cathcart's "Sheaf of Remembrances" ; and Dr. William E. 
Leonard's "Early Days in Minneapolis" was reprinted in full in 
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the Minneapolis Journal under the heading "How a Boy Watched 
a Great City Grow." 

Mr. Warren Upham, who now holds the position of archeologist 
on the staff of the society, is engaged in the compilation of a 
work on "Minnesota Geographic Names." Including counties, 
townships, villages, cities, post offices, railroad stations, rivers, 
creeks, and lakes, there are some five thousand geographic names 
of historical significance in Minnesota. Mr. Upham is ascer- 
taining, by means of county histories and other publications, 
records in the county auditors' offices, and interviews with old 
settlers, the origin and significance of as many as possible of these 
names, and the results will be published as one of the volumes of 
the Collections. The necessary field work in twenty-two counties 
in the northern part of the state was done a number of years ago, 
and the compiler expects to visit the remaining counties during 
the summer of 1916. It is hoped that local antiquarians will 
render him as much assistance as possible. 

At a "book symposium," held by the Minnesota Library Asso- 
ciation, September 17, as part of one of the sessions of its annual 
meeting, the superintendent of the Minnesota Historical Society 
discussed the opportunities of local libraries for "Collecting Local 
History Material." On October 28 he spoke before a joint session 
of the history and civics and economics divisions of the Minnesota 
Educational Association on "What can be Done with Local, 
State, and Western History." 

Ungdommens Ven, a Norwegian magazine published in Minne- 
apolis, contains in the issue of July 15 an article on "The Minne- 
sota Historical Society — Why of Particular Interest to Scandi- 
navians ?" by Theodore Blegen. The article is printed in English. 

Building Progress 

An unavoidable delay in sending this issue of the Bulletin 
to the press makes possible an announcement of the actual 
beginning of work on the construction of the building for the 
society. The plans as originally drawn made provision in the 
building for the society, the state archives, and the public library 
commission. Later, however, in view of the crowded condition 
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of the capitol, it was decided to assign quarters in the building 
temporarily to the department of education as well, and this 
necessitated a revision of the plans and a giving-up by the society 
of its auditorium and other rooms. It is believed that the state 
will, in the near future, construct an office building to house its 
rapidly increasing activities, and when that time comes the space 
now assigned to the department of education will probably be 
restored to the society and the state archives. 

The plans having been accepted by all parties concerned, the 
architect advertised for bids October 22, 1915, November 16 being 
fixed as the date for the opening of the bids. Separate bids were 
called for on general construction, heating, plumbing, electrical 
work, and elevators. When the bids were opened on November 
16, the figures of the lowest bidders were so high as to make it 
appear that the building could not be constructed within the 
appropriation. The bid sheets, however, provided for various 
alternatives of material and types of construction and by taking 
advantage of these alternatives, it was possible to cut down very 
materially the amount of the figures. Certain changes were then 
made in the specifications for the building, the most important 
being the omission of the book stack equipment from the ground 
floor of the main stack room, and changes in the cutting and 
arrangement of the stone. No changes were made, however, 
which would seriously affect the first-class character of the 
building throughout. New bid sheets were drawn up providing 
for bids on the revised specifications, and the two lowest of the 
original bidders on general construction were invited to submit 
new bids. These were opened on November 29 and after a 
careful consideration of the various alternatives, the general con- 
struction contract was awarded on the following day to the 
George J. Grant Construction Company of St. Paul. The con- 
tracts for mechanical equipment were let December 3 on the basis 
of the original bids and alternatives as follows: heating, to 
George M. McGeary and Son of St. Paul; plumbing, to M. J. 
O'Neill of St. Paul; electrical equipment, to the Electrical Con- 
struction Company of St. Paul; elevators, to the Otis Elevator 
Company of Chicago. 

The wrecking of the house on the site and the work of excava- 
tion was begun by the contractor December 7, and it is expected 
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that the excavation will be completed and the tunnel to the heating 
plant constructed during the winter. The contract calls for the 
completion of the building on or before October 1, 1917, and if 
no unexpected obstacles are encountered it will probably be com- 
pleted several months before that date. A description of the 
building as it is now planned will be published in a future issue 
of the Bulletin. 

Gifts 

Mr. Victor Robertson has presented to the society a collection 
of papers, notes, and miscellanies of his father Colonel D. A. 
Robertson ; also a number of photographs of Minnesota pioneers ; 
two early publications on the city of Superior, Wisconsin ; a 
Chinese book ; a work entitled The Jews at K'ai-Fung-Foo, pub- 
lished at Shanghai in 1851 ; and several other pamphlets. Mr. 
Robertson has also been instrumental in securing gifts for the 
society from others and has taken steps which, it is hoped, will 
lead to the future acquisition of several important collections of 
papers. 

Hon. Julius A. Schmahl has presented a manuscript copy of a 
"History of the Newspapers of Redwood County, Minnesota," 
which he has just completed. Mr. Schmahl was editor of the 
Redwood Falls Gazette from 1892 to 1906, when he was elected 
secretary of state. It is expected that some arrangement will be 
made for the publication of the paper. From Mr. Schmahl has 
also been received a copy of the Redwood Falls Patriot for May 
4, 1869. This was the first paper published in the county, and no 
other issue is known to be in existence. The editor of the 
Patriot was Colonel Samuel McPhail. 

Mr. W. A. Marin of Crookston has presented a typewritten 
copy of an interview on October 1, 1914, with Benjamin Dalbec, 
also of Crookston, containing the latter 's recollections of the 
treaty negotiated by Governor Ramsey with the O jib ways at the 
Old Crossing of the Red Lake River, October 2, 1863. 

From the Read's Landing Association of the Twin Cities 
through its president, Mr. Fred A. Bill, an interesting relic has 
been received in the shape of a large United States flag made by 
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the ladies of Read's Landing, Minnesota, in 1862. The flag was 
accompanied by a letter of presentation from the officers of the 
association which contains a detailed account of its history. From 
this it appears that the raising of a Confederate flag in the village 
by a party of southern sympathizers in the summer of 1862 called 
attention to the fact that the Republican Club had no flag, and so 
the ladies proceeded to make one from such materials as could 
be secured in the local stores. A flag pole one hundred and ten 
feet high was prepared by the club, and the "raising" was quite 
an event. The speaker engaged to come down from St. Paul 
failed to appear, so "the address of the day was delivered by 
Judge William Cady, a resident of the village with more than a 
local reputation." After the war the flag became the property of 
Henry Burkhardt who took it to Crookston, and in July, 1915, his 
son Otto Burkhardt presented it to the association. 

From Mr. J. T. Gerould, librarian of the University of Minne- 
sota, the society has received a number of copies of old news- 
papers. Of especial interest among them are the Richmond 
(Virginia) Enquirer, April 22, 1863, February 27 and November 
9, 1864, the Richmond Examiner, June 5, 1863, the Sentinel of 
Richmond, March 23, 1864, Brownlow's Knoxville Whig and 
Rebel Vindicator, January 9, 1864, and the Savannah Republican, 
June 3, 1865. These will be welcome additions to the collection 
of miscellaneous newspapers. 

A number of scrapbooks and papers of Rev. E. D. Neill, an 
early secretary of the society and historical writer, together with 
annotated copies of some of his books, have been received from 
his daughter Miss Minnesota Neill of Helena, Montana. 

From Mr. Robert L. Schofield of Tacoma, Washington, have 
been received a number of museum articles including a pair of 
skates purchased in Red Wing in 1856, and an old trunk covered 
with calfskin which belonged to his grandfather Simeon Dibble of 
New York and was brought to Northfield in 1854. 

The firm of C. J. Hibbard and Company, commercial and view 
photographers of Minneapolis, has presented a number of nega- 
tives made on the occasion of the laying of the corner stone of 
Capitol and others of the completed building made in 1908. 
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The firm of Lee Brothers, photographers of Minneapolis, has. 
undertaken to furnish the society with a collection of fine large 
photographs of prominent people of Minnesota. Lists have been 
compiled from Who's Who in America and other sources, and 
each individual whose name appears in the lists will be invited to 
have a picture taken without expense to himself or to the society. 
It is hoped that all will respond promptly to the invitation, as 
such a collection, if it can be made reasonably complete, will be 
of great value, and this value will increase as time passes and 
new generations come on the stage. 

Mrs. John Farrington of St. Paul has presented a number of 
photographs of pioneer men and women of St. Paul, including 
those of Mrs. Henry M. Rice, Mrs. William Hollinshead, Miss 
Eliza Ann Gill, and Colonel Alexander Wilkin. Mr. Charles 
Borup presented framed pictures of his father Theodore C. Borup 
and of his grandfather Dr. Charles W. Borup. Both of these 
donations were secured for the society by Mr. Victor Robertson. 

From Miss Delia E. Chaney of St. Paul has been received a 
collection of books and papers of her father Josiah B. Chaney, 
who had charge of the society's newspaper department from 1887 
to 1908. These include two record books of the St. Paul Academy 
of Natural Sciences, 1870-83. 

A large framed "View of St. Anthony, Minneapolis and St. 
Anthony's Falls (from Cheever's Tower) drawn from nature 
by E. Whitefield" and published at St. Anthony in 1857 has been 
presented by Miss K. E. Hart of St. Paul. The picture is number 
39 of "Whitefield's Original Views of North American Cities" 
and only two or three other copies are known to be in existence. 

From Mr. O. G. Hinkleman of Watertown, South Dakota, has 
been received a souvenir badge of the Philadelphia centennial. 



